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hung with garlands. All the players paid their reverence to it in
the most submissive postures. The youngest child came forward
dressed in white, and made a speech in verse; by which the whole
family, and even the Head Forester himself, whom it brought in
mind of his own children, were melted into tears. So ended the
piece; and Wilhelm could not help stepping on the stage, to have
a closer view of the actresses, to praise them for their good per-
formance, and give them a little counsel for the future.
The remaining business, which our friend in the following days
had to transact in various quarters of the hill-country, was not all
so pleasant, or so easy to conclude with satisfaction. Many of
his creditors entreated for delay, many were uncourteous, many
lied. In conformity with his instructions, he had some of them
to sue at law; he was thus obliged to seek out advocates, and
give instructions to them, to appear before judges, and to go through
many other sorry duties of the same sort.
His case was hardly bettered, when people chanced to incline
showing some attentions to him. He found very few that could
in any way instruct him; few with whom he could hope to estab-
lish a useful commercial correspondence. Unhappily, moreover,
the weather now grew rainy, and travelling on horseback in this
district came to be attended with insufferable difficulties. He
therefore thanked his stars on again getting near the level country;
and at the foot of the mountains, looking out into a fertile and
beautiful plain, intersected by a smooth-flowing river, and seeing
a cheerful little town lying on its banks all glittering in the sun-
shine, he resolved, though without any special business in the
place, to pass a day or two there, that he might refresh both him-
self and his horse, which the bad roads had considerably injured.
chapter IV.
on alighting at an inn, upon the market-place, he found
matters going on very joyously, at least very stirringly. A great
company of rope-dancers, leapers and jugglers, having a Strong
Man along with them, had just arrived with their wives and chil-
dren ; and while preparing for a grand exhibition, they kept up
a perpetual racket. They first quarrelled with the landlord; then
with one another; and if their contention was intolerable, the
expressions of their satisfaction were infinitely more so. Unde«

